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Teenaa koutou, teenaa koutou, teenaa koutou katoa, Ngaa mihi arohanui 
ki a koe me to whaanau.

As I am writing this newsletter, a lot of planning and thought is going into 
2020 and what this will look like for Matamata Intermediate. During this 
year, we have asked for feedback on a number of aspects of school and 
we really appreciate those of you who took the time to respond. As we 
confirm our strategic plan for 2020, we will be sharing how your feedback 
has informed our decision making. 

One of the key changes has been our increasing roll. Next year, we will 
be opening 2 new homeroom classes to decrease our class sizes. I am 
happy to announce the appointment of Catherine Small Bone and Michael 
Lilo to these teaching roles. 
Because research for Middle School years shows that consistency with 
the homeroom teacher has a significant impact on student learning, we try 
to keep students in the same class for their 2 years at Intermediate. The 
opening of these 2 new classrooms does meant that, for 2020, there will 
be some movement of students as year 8’s. Students will be informed of 
their 2020 class next Monday, 18th, and on Orientation Day, for year 6 
students, which is Wednesday 20th. On this day, students will meet with 
their 2020 teacher and visit their classroom as part of our transition 
process to Intermediate. We also have a parent meeting at 7pm on 
Wednesday 20th which has a focus on what learning looks like at MIS 
and sharing key information around being part of our school. This might 
be of interest to new families to our school, so please feel free to extend 
the invitation to anyone you know, who may like to come along.

Ngaa mihi
Debbie

Working 
with others

Prose Finalists 
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We have Daily Notices, which are 
shared with students every 

morning. You might like to check 
these to keep in touch with what 
is happening at school each day. 
Click here to see Daily Notices

Click here to Matamata 
Intermediate Facebook 

Group Day results

Congratulations to all our students who took part in 
Group Day.

Congratulations to:
Olivia Brewster - J Scatchard Cup for Champion 
Call Follow and Run (Most Obvious Pet)

Stephane-Rose White - Challenge Cup Reserve 
Champion Leading Lamb

Congratulations to our 
Athletic’s Day Placegetters.

http://www.dailynotices.co.nz/view.aspx?school=1812
https://www.facebook.com/Matamata-Intermediate-School-1611734439084352/
https://www.facebook.com/Matamata-Intermediate-School-1611734439084352/
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Government School Donations Scheme for 2020
You may be aware that there have been some changes to funding models for schools. 
The following statement is based on the response made by Matamata College and 
aligns with the decision the Matamata Intermediate School Board of Trustees has made.

Over the last few months, the Board has discussed at length whether to take advantage 
of the Government’s school donation scheme. If schools’ opt in, they cannot ask for any 
donations for curriculum related costs. Over the last few years our School and BOT 
have been proactive in this space increasing our curricular spend and reducing what we 
have asked for in donations.  A recent key decision by the Education Minister Chris 
Hipkins,  to allow schools that joined to ask parents for donations towards school 
camps, helped sway our decision to opt in.
 
As we have opted into the scheme our BOT will not be asking for curriculum related 
costs in 2020 unless there is an “agreed to” take home component next year. We have 
done so with the intention of keeping costs for our community down. This decision 
differs from our 2020 prospectus which included a request for a donation. This 
request is no longer valid and is therefore retracted as we have opted into the 
Scheme.
 
While an extra Government contribution toward school funds at first glance is attractive, 
common sense suggests we simply could not offer school camps and/or overnight field 
trips if we were unable to ask for donations towards such trips.  We think it is reasonable 
to ask for a parental contribution and hope our parent community agree and appreciate 
that without this support such trips may be at risk of not taking place. 
Teachers are currently planning their 2020 class camps and information will be coming 
home over the next few weeks. Camp will take place for all classes during the week of 
2-6th March and will have a cost of $150 per child. 



FREE EPIPEN OPPORTUNITY





EAR CLINIC INFORMATION 

This is to inform you that the scheduled Children’s Mobile Ear 
Clinic venues stated below is CANCELLED
 

1.       Raungaiti Marae at Waharoa scheduled for 13th 

November

2.       Pohlen House- Matamata scheduled for 14th November

 
The mobile has had some hydraulic problems and needs fixing 
over the next few days.
 
We will be returning at Raungaiti Marae on 4th Dec and back at 
Pohlen 16th January.
 
Apologies for the inconvenience this may cause some whanau.


